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Book Review

Desmids of the Lowlands: Mesotaeniaceae and 
Desmidiaceae of the European Lowlands 
Peter F.M. Coesel and Koos (J.) Meesters

KNNV Publishing, Zeist, the Netherlands, 2007.

ISBN 978-90-5011-265-9, 352 pages (hardcover) plus CD-ROM.  Price: Euros 89.95.

What a splendid Desmid Flora with the excellently simple illustrations that Desmid experts are so good at.  I can’t wait to try 
it on living material but have enjoyed examining the book during my recovery from a hip operation (when there was time to 
be passed!).  This very easily appreciated text is basically an update of the earlier Dutch Flora now extended to cover nearby 
Belgian and German lowlands.  For those who may have struggled to read the original, this will be most welcome, and will 
prove a new and useful source of taxonomic information for others. Not being an intuitive user of new IT programs, I miss 
having a proper introduction and explanation as to the uses of the accompanying CD and so hope that it is proof against any 
misuse. I am sure that it will be an asset when properly used.

The text and illustrations of the book provide an easy understanding for the non-expert and the more expert, 
and one can smile at the few un-English idioms that escaped the linguistic screener.  It also reminds one that auto-

al.’  In the introductory section, I found the explanatory life cycle well worth following carefully and wish 
that some of those excellent illustrations could have been larger.  I did wish that the ecology had been more fully 
explored, especially as I have been struck by the range of biodiversity with so many forms occurring so rarely.

of the species.  It would have been nice to have the dates for the authorities to provide the historical framework for the 
nomenclature, even though this is not a requirement and they do appear on the CD.  Clearly I could only work through 
samples of the generic keys and would assume that these have already been well tested in the previous version.  The 
division of the larger genera into subsections seemed very practical.  I have to hope that these keys will serve for the 
study of material in similar locations elsewhere in Europe.  I did miss a single glossary collating the explanation of terms.

I found the age range of the references to be a salutary 
reminder of the importance of good reference libraries.
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